
   Trinity Episcopal Church  

2018  
 

 

 

 

A Letter from our Rector  
 

Returning to School Already?  
 

Is it just me or is time flying by? Didnõt we just start summer a few weeks ago. It seems that way, but 

now Iõm preparing to take my youngest daughter, Kat, across the  country, heading westward to 

Baton Rouge and her new home, Louisiana State University. A s my wife and I drop her off, a tear will 

be shed but weõre excited for her new journey.  
 

Though preparing for fall, Iõm not giving up on summer. I love it too much with BBQ, lemonade, 

apple pie and mosquitos ð well, I donõt like mosquitos, but it seems to come withé. As I am slowly 

preparing for summerõs end and fallõs beginning, calendars are being drawn with events planned, 

and programs lined up for our parishionerõs pleasure. We will again begin with our traditional Rally 

Day (Welcome Back Sunday) after  Labor Day.  
 

We will then bless our loveable pets in October, followed by an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service in 

November, a Lessons and Carols service in mid - December and end with our traditional brass quintet 

Christmas Eve service. Th is gives us a nice outline. However, we will supplement these events with 

some new endeavors, such as a new Bible study being planned, a childrenõs trip to Heritage Farms 

and an adult journey off campus, yet to be named.  
 

Trinity, please stay tuned as weõre looking forward to an incredible 

year and beginning sooner than we realize. So, sip that lemonade. Eat 

that BBQ. And hug that kid before they restart school for another year.  
 

God bless you,  
 

 

Fr. Chip  

 

From My Soapbox  
 

How many times have you heard the comment, òHe's preaching to the choir?ó That's generally used 

when we're trying to tell something to people who probably already agree with us. Of course, in 



church homilies, the choir is a group that is almost 

always there ð that's more than can be sa id for, 

unfortunately, some in our church. So, I would like to 

step up on my soapbox and ask some questions and 

give some thoughts about our beloved Trinity Episcopal 

Church. I hope you will offer suggestions that you think 

might help.  
 

Can you imagine Hu ntington without Trinity Episcopal 

Church? Our church is following the trend of most 

òmainlineó denominations. That is, we do not have either 

the total attendance or the average Sunday attendance 

that we used to have. There appears to be many reasons 

for t his decline: church is at an inconvenient hour, we 

have too many things to do and too little time to do 

them, what we offer in our churches may not be 

attractive enough.  
 

Do we make a good first impression on visitors? Are 

there things we can do to make a better first impression? 

Do we have sufficient information so that a stranger 

might find the front door or our back door, parking places, bathrooms and other helpful directions. 

There is the old saying, òYou only get one time to make a first impression.ó  
 

I believe that, through our Sunday services and other groups in the church, we are responsible, 

collectively, for providing information about how to know God and enter  personal relationships with 

Him through his Son, Jesus Christ. Perhaps, we do not provi de enough opportunities for people to 

feel they belong to our church community.  
 

If you look at our church directory, most of those listed in there would consider themselves 

attendees of our church services. But what we need is to convert attendee to be a member. We need 

to take a part in what the church provides to demonstrate to the larger community that we are 

thankful of the blessings God has given us.  
 

I am not one bit smarter since my ordination and even feel less like I know answers to help us move 

ahead. òThe good old daysó will probably not return nor will the population of Huntington match 

what it was when Trinity peaked in attendance. Please offer your thoughts and comments. As we 

approach our 150 th  anniversary, I cannot imagine Huntington without  Trinity.  
 

And those are the thoughts from your Associate Priestõs Soapbox.  

 

 
 

PS -  If you would like to be ôin the bookõ of members, please let Kristi know 

 



A History of Trinity Episcopal Church by  Joseph Mackey  
 

The Rev. J.B. Fitzpatrick  
 

There is very little known about Mr. Fitzpatrick.  He is sort of like 

Melchizedek, having no birth (year) or date of death.  He did serve 

many years as a Methodist minister before being ordained a deacon in 

Lewisburg in June 1885.  He was deacon in charge of St Markõs Mission 

Church in St Albans when called to Trinity in 1885 and continued to 

serve both churches before leaving for fairer climes in Texas in 

September 1886 after being ordained a priest, citing ill health.   Work 

was continuing the church buil ding an in services held in the 

undercroft with chairs for seating.  By 1886 the nave furnished and in 

in use, but still using chairs instead of pews. 1 
 

Very little is known about his whereabouts or what he was doing after 

he left Trinity.  In 1888 he is listed as missionary in charge of three 

parishes being in Sherman, Bonham, and McKinney, TX .2.  In 1896 he 

is listed as being at St Clements, Vaiden, MS, with a parish size 33. 3 He 

appears for the last time in 1902 listed in the Protestant Episcopal church  Almanac and Parochial list 

as a dean of convocation Oxford, MS. 4 
 

1 

https://books.google.com/books?id=wYIsAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick%2B+episcopal+church&sourc

e=bl&ots= - _pToUaxb4&sig=dO7usb_zSBd1Xq5LS -

9PlUEmBIE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwic6or13pvTAhUBQyYKHfscA9EQ6AEIJzAD#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%2B%20

episcopal%20church&f=false  
 

2 

https://books.google.com/books?id=p4QzAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA65&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X

&ved=0ahUKEwiI7pTR4ZvTAhWDKiYKHVF3BHcQ6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btex

as&f=false  
 

3 

https://books.google.com/books?id=O_k8AQAAIAAJ&pg=PA167&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X

&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIMTAE#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btex

as&f=false  
 

4 

https://books.google.com/books?id=E5k9AAAAYAAJ&pg=PA154&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X

&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIJzAC#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexa

s&f=f alse 

 

The Rector's Corner  
 

1. Check out our new Ushers' Garden with fantastic new additions every week.   
 

2. We are now in the final stages of planning for Trinity's fall programs to include fun trips for both 

children and adults. Stay tuned.   
 

3. Now working with Fr. Jim and Mike Oliver on a new Bible Study to begin late summer . 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=wYIsAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick%2B+episcopal+church&source=bl&ots=-_pToUaxb4&sig=dO7usb_zSBd1Xq5LS-9PlUEmBIE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwic6or13pvTAhUBQyYKHfscA9EQ6AEIJzAD#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%2B%20episcopal%20church&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=wYIsAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick%2B+episcopal+church&source=bl&ots=-_pToUaxb4&sig=dO7usb_zSBd1Xq5LS-9PlUEmBIE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwic6or13pvTAhUBQyYKHfscA9EQ6AEIJzAD#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%2B%20episcopal%20church&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=wYIsAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick%2B+episcopal+church&source=bl&ots=-_pToUaxb4&sig=dO7usb_zSBd1Xq5LS-9PlUEmBIE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwic6or13pvTAhUBQyYKHfscA9EQ6AEIJzAD#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%2B%20episcopal%20church&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=wYIsAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick%2B+episcopal+church&source=bl&ots=-_pToUaxb4&sig=dO7usb_zSBd1Xq5LS-9PlUEmBIE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwic6or13pvTAhUBQyYKHfscA9EQ6AEIJzAD#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%2B%20episcopal%20church&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=p4QzAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA65&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiI7pTR4ZvTAhWDKiYKHVF3BHcQ6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=p4QzAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA65&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiI7pTR4ZvTAhWDKiYKHVF3BHcQ6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=p4QzAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA65&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiI7pTR4ZvTAhWDKiYKHVF3BHcQ6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=O_k8AQAAIAAJ&pg=PA167&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIMTAE#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=O_k8AQAAIAAJ&pg=PA167&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIMTAE#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=O_k8AQAAIAAJ&pg=PA167&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIMTAE#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=E5k9AAAAYAAJ&pg=PA154&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIJzAC#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=E5k9AAAAYAAJ&pg=PA154&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIJzAC#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=E5k9AAAAYAAJ&pg=PA154&dq=The+rev+j.b.+fitzpatrick+episcopal+church%2Btexas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjjyov24pvTAhVKziYKHf0WAzwQ6AEIJzAC#v=onepage&q=The%20rev%20j.b.%20fitzpatrick%20episcopal%20church%2Btexas&f=false


4. Come by and see all the work done on Fr. J im's new office. It's going to 

be great.  
 

5. On Sunday August 26th we will be celebrating all of Trinity's great 

ministries. Come and see.   
 

6. God has a sense of humor. During a recent Wednesday noonday 

service, I preached on being prepared. As I turned around to give 

Communion, I quickly realized there was no bread and wine. No problem, 

that's why we keep reserved sacrament in the tabernacle.  
 

7. I'm on the board of Cridlin Food Pantry, meeting monthly about their 

financials and learning about how this ministry positively affects so many. 

Financially h ealt hy and serving over 5,000 local families. Thank you, 

Trinity, for housing this amazing ministry.   
 

8. We have many, many ministries at Trinity. Sometimes, it's hard to keep 

up. But FYI, our Narcotics Anonymous meetings are awesome. The leadership, the group, the 

support. Over 80 meet each Tuesday evening. No judgment. Just support. Smile.   
 

9. Night Church, our weekly 5pm Celtic service with St Johns continues to grow with over 25 this 

past week. Thank you for supporting this beautiful  and sacred  spiritual connection to God.   
 

10. Trinity is now  spending thousands of dollars on broken AC compressor. Our recent HVAC review 

indicates big bills in the near future. We have 11 units heating and cooling our giant, historical 

sacred building. Prayers.   

  

 

 

A Message from t he Senior Warden  
 

During the July 1 service, Father Jim made some gracious and generous comments regarding the 

recent gardening work that has been going on. In his usual selfless 

manner, he left out some important facts and I would like to co rrect 

the record.  
 

When it was agreed to plant the òUshersõ Gardenó, with the help of 

Fr. Jim and Dave Coster, some òyoung hired muscleó was arranged 

because we had 18 holes to dig and trees, shrubs, soil, mulch, etc. 

had to be lugged around in the heat. W e planted the shrubs on the 

11 th  Street side (Ushersõ Garden) one day and the shrubs on the 

street level at the foot of the steps at 5 th  Avenue and 11 th  Street a 

few days later. By the time we had finished, Fr. Jim had dug at least 

half the holes, planted half the shrubs, spread much of the mulch 



and our òyoung hired muscleó was worn out (myself included) . We 

were all òon the trotó trying to keep up. Without Jimõs involvement, 

the job would have taken much longer and probably would not 

look as nice. Thanks to Father Jim for his help and oversight.  
 

About the òUshersõ Gardenó: Credit goes to Tom Murray for 

organizing the contributions of our Trinity ushers. A brass plaque 

giving credit to the ushersõ generosity was promised and is 

currently being ordered. For their generosity, much appreciation 

goes to the ushers. As it happened, several other non - usher 

parishioners made contributions that ultimately put us over our 

estimated cost, so we decided to carry on down at the bare spots 

at the bottom of the main s teps at 5 th  Avenue and 11 th  Street with 

more shrubs.  
 

Sincere thanks to all who contributed and were involved.  
 

Mike Oliver  
 

UPDATE   
 

In our Columbarium garden, there is a statue of Saint Fiacre, the 

patron saint of gardeners. Fiacre was born in Ireland and immigrated 

to France in the 7 th  century AD.  He was famous for his sanctity and 

skill in curing infirmities. Additionally, he was renowned for his 

vegetable and herb gardens. Appropriately, Trinity now has the 

beginnings of its own herb garden. Current ly, we have lavender, mint, 

stevia, spicy hot oregano, Russian sage, 

lemon balm, French tarragon and wild 

creeping thyme. This garden is still under 

development and will only begin to mature 

next year.  
 

Bearing in mind we have the churchõs 150th  

birthday next year, we still have some gardening to do including but not 

limited to the installation of the flag poles and the completion of the 

basics of borders on the 11 th  Street side of the church. We are working on 

plans for this effort. So far, we have completed the major gardening 

effort at no cost to the church due to generous donations of parishioners. 

To have things finished before the end of the planting season and to 

have it looking mature in time for our 150 th  birthday, we will need to 

spend as much as another $2500. Anyone who hasnõt contributed and 

wishes to help with this effort can send donations to Kristi with the check 

marked òfor gardensó. Thank you so much. 

 



Needs of Cridlin Pantry  
 

The following are the Food of the Month and Underwear needs. 48 tuna  helper and Womenõs size 6.  

Please NO BRIEFS (Granny panties)!! We are in desperate need of boysõ and girlsõ clothing sizes 4T ð 

10, menõs clothing and toys. 
 

Altar Flowers, Elements, and Sanctuary Candle  
 

If you would like to sponsor the altar flowers, elements, or candle, please contact Cynthia Murray at 

304 - 634 - 6807.  Elements are $15, and Candle is $10, both of which are payable to Trinity 

Episcopal Church.  Please put elements or candle in memo.  
 

A Tour of the Grounds  
 

Starting with the front of the sancrtuary we now have nice shrubs bordering the stairs.  Also several 

white croci and red tulips are buried and awaiting the end of  winter.   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

The railings might look a little different  

since theyõve been polished.   

   

 

 

 



Also take note of the beautiful flower pots  

which are take n care of twice a day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Jim worked hard to lay a 

brick border around the 

sidewalk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue our journey towards 

the parish house doors, this is the 

new Ushersõ Garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both of these guys 

have been busy today.  

Fr. Jim has been laying 

brick s edging around 

the sidewalks and 

laying wood flooring in 

his .  Chuck has been 

doing his favorite 

chore:  c utting grass.  

 



Fr Jim has been a busy bee here. He fixed the gates to the 

garden!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our pretty (broken) fountain has been turned into a  

beautiful planter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Herb Garden.  

(Left to Right) Front:  

Mint, French 

tarragon, Oregano, 

Lemon Balm; Middle:  

Stevia, Lavender; 

Back:  Russian Sage  

 

 

 

 

 

 


