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Rites of Passage are a Gift   
 

A Rite of Passage is an event or ceremony demarking a special event in oneõs life such as a school 
graduation, turning 21, or getting married. Though many Rites of Passage signify major events in oneõs 
life, sometimes a Rite of Passage is simply a ômoving onõ in life ð an awareness of time and change - like 

moving from summer to fall; like moving from vacation time to the beginning of school (as we now see 
firsthand).  
 

Rites of Passage can also describe life stages such as moving from adolescent to young adult, young adult 
to adult, etc. Again, we see the Rite of Passage in terms of categorizing significant changes occurring 

within specific segments of time. 
 

This notion of capturing time, found within Rites of passage, connects us to God as they can be found 

throughout the Bible; for example, throughout the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the sharing of his story and 
played out in the first century AD. His story began with his birth, his early Galilean ministry, and then on 
to Jerusalem, his crucifixion and resurrection. Each major movement was a Rite of Passage; and therefore, 

allowing us a greater/deeper understanding of Jesusõ story and our eternal link to God almighty.  
 
As we pass from summer to fall, just remember that Rites of Passage are normal and they are good 

because the passing of one time to the next allows us to enjoy both the past and those things to come, ever 
connecting us to God and giving us a greater understanding of him.  
 

In recognition of this, Godõs gift of time, we pray in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 

God Bless, 

 
Fr. Chip + 
 



Deacon's Doodlings 
 

A short time after my ordination as a deacon in September 2008, I found out, that besides liturgical 
duties, I would be called on at various times for financial support directly to those in need and 
organizations who offer assistance and programs to benefit both individuals and the community. Because 

of limited parish funds, I have a discretionary account which is supported by your contributions. The 
Episcopal Church, through church publishing Inc., has provided a resource that offers a calendar of saints 

for the Episcopal Church year.  It is from information in this book concerning St. Laurence that I learned 
August,10, is the day set aside in his honor and for his duties as a deacon. So, August is the time I get to 
talk about being a deacon. 
 

St. Stephen could probably be known as the first deacon, as reported in the book of Acts, for his duties in 
helping the disciples in the administrative duties concerning the Hellenistic Jewish women receiving 

equal shares of food and care. Both St. Stephen and St. Laurence received the same martyr's fate for their 
duties: Stephen was stoned to death and Laurence was literally roasted alive on a gridiron. 
 

The word deacon derives from the Greek diakonos meaning servant. Some churches have a deacon that is 
ordained by a bishop (such as Roman Catholic, the Anglican Communion and Orthodox churches) while 
others have appointed deacons that function similar to the Episcopal Church vestry. There are both 

permanent deacons, as I have functioned for the last nine years, and there are transitional deacons who 
subsequently expect to be ordained as a priest. 
 

It is true that lay people can do almost everything that a deacon can do. The only exceptions would be: 
read the Gospel, set the table, lead confession and dismissal at the end of the service. Those duties aside, 

all baptized Christians can work serving others, especially the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. 
 

So why do we have deacons?  Deacons are sacramentally dedicated to this servant type of ministry. 

Deacons are to remind everyone that there is a broken and hurting world outside the walls of our church 
who need to hear the good news of the Gospel. Deacons are to remind us that we are to care for all those 
people, not just the ones we like or the ones who are like us, but also those who make us feel 

uncomfortable or unsettled. 
 

What a deacon is to do is to remind all of us ð lay people, priest, bishops and deacons for us to be God's 

people, to carry out the ministry Christ has entrusted to us, to care for God's creation and for one another, 
in the same way that God has been doing since the beginning. That is the true work of a deacon, and 
while you might be tempted to ask, well, couldn't anyone do that ð- shouldn't everyone do that? The 

truth is, when that work is left to anyone and everyone, it generally gets done by no one. 
 

So, it might be true that we shouldn't need deacons, but if they can remind all of us to carry out Christ 

ministry, we do need deacons. 

 
Deacon Jim  
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Trinity Art Exhibit ð Trinity Episcopal Church has many artists within its membership and we want you 
to see their beautiful work. I'm working with Susan Shields, board member of our local Huntington Art 



Museum, to develop a new art exhibit at Trinity. This exhibit will be located at Trinity and will display 
various members' art work, beginning in September, on a rotating basis. Please stay tuned. More to come.  
 

Taize Service - Beginning in September, there will be a Taize service at 7PM every second Tuesday of the 
month in the chapel.  Taize was formed out of the French Protestant and Catholic traditions. 
 

Trinity Youth - Thanks to a generous financial donation from one of our members, we are now developing 
new programs in support of our new youth and young families.  Stay tunedé 
 

WV Writerõs Guild - We are working with the WV Writerõs Guild to provide resources, services, and 
support to WV Writers.  More to comeé 
 

Christian Formation (Education) - We are developing new resources for Christian Formation (Education) 

at Trinity for all ages.  Contact Fr. Chip for suggestions. 
 

Trinity Garden Committee - We are now accepting names of members who want to help manage 
our landscaping and garden areas around Trinity. This group will meet a few times per year to develop 
plans and maintain our beautiful green areas around Trinity. If you are interested, please contact Kristi.  
 

New Adult Spiritual Practice - We are developing a new spiritual exercise for all Trinity members. It's 
called Moment by Moment and based on the St. Ignatius spiritual practice of meditating on scripture. 

This practice is simple and takes very little time; and it can be tailored to your individual needs.  
 

Based on the 16th century theologian and founder of the Jesuits, this exercise allows you to focus on a 

particular moment or thought, set to scripture; and then calls for you to meditate on it and prayerfully 
respond in writing. Several Trinity members have already signed up to begin. If you are interested, please 

let Fr. Chip or Kristi know and we'll get you started.  
 
Trinity Tailgate -  

 



The Trinity Legacy 
 
Trinity Episcopal Church is home to over 300 members, within and outside of Huntington, WV and has 

been in existence since 1869. Therefore, it will be 150 years old in 2019. This is a remarkable feat, 
establishing a beautiful, holy and sacred place of worship for thousands of members throughout the past 
century and a half. And we continue to thrive.  
 

Trinity now has 6 weekly worship services serving nearly 300 in attendance. Trinity also maintains 
several outreach ministries that serve literally thousands of folks within our community in much needed 

clothing, food and medical services. Therefore, Trinity is considered a leading church and ministry 

outreach provider in the Huntington area.  
 

Our worship and ministries are provided by the financial support of our members and friends. In addition 
to annual financial support, Trinity has relied heavily on financial bequests, money given by families at 
the end of their life. These gifts have allowed Trinity to survive and thrive over the last several decades. 

Without these financial offerings, Trinity would not continue to exist.  
 

It is my prayer that your family will seriously consider giving a financial legacy to ensure that Trinity 
will continue to thrive for future generations. Please join many Trinity members in this wonderful 
ministry of stewardship.  
 

If you have questions about setting up a legacy gift, please contact Deacon Jim Morgan or Kristi, our 
administrator.  
 

God Bless,  
 

Fr. Chip + 
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We would like to thank Carolee Rahal for all her help in the office.  She works here every Thursday from 
9 to noon, organizes all of the files, takes care of all the outgoing bills, signs my checks, makes coffee, puts 

up with the administrator, and has a wonderful sense of humor.  She has been a Trinitarian since the 
1940õs when she sang in the choir.  Iõm hoping she will still want to volunteer for another 20 years.   

 

A Shocking Developmentø\~¢t ~u ¤wt £¤~¢© 
 

Some of you might not know that Friday, July 14th lightning 
struck the parish house roof.  It entered at the apex on the south 
side above the dining hall and exited at the north side along the 

apex there.  When it struck, the capstone broke off the south side 
and landed in the alley in two pieces.  
 

Southside Capstone 
 



This truly is a massive chunk of stone. 

 
The missing southern capstone view from 50õ in the air. 
 

Fixed like Hunpty Dumpty by Advanced Building 
Restoration.  The hard part will be moving this.  It weighs 
approximately 300 pounds. 

 
   

 
 
 

The Northside 
Capstone viewed 
from 50õ in the air.  

This has already 

been repaired 
using the 60õ lift.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
On Friday, 8/11, Advanced replaced the Southside capstone.  

One man, on an 80õ lift, by himself.  He said that he had been 
worrying for the last few days about it because it was so heavy.  It 
still needs to be caulked. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



A History of Trinity Episcopal Church by W. Joseph Mackey 
 

Chapter IV 

Norman F. Marshall 
 
The first full time rector of Trinity was the Rev. Mr. 

Norman F. Marshall who came to Trinity on 1 July 
1887.   The vestry in May asked for the remaining 
outstanding subscriptions to paid before July so when 

Mr. Marshall arrived Trinity would be debt free. 
 

Mr. Marshallõs first service was on 3 July, IV Trinity 

(now called Pentecost), with Morning Prayer at 11 and 
Evening Prayer at 8, with Evening Prayer on 

Wednesdayõs at 8 p.m., which were held regularly for 
the first time.  Marshall found the building complete, 
save for chairs being used until pews could be 

installed.  He wrote òThe chancel (is) nicely furnished 
with a handsome oak reading desk, two chairs (oak), 
Communion Table of walnut and a temporary pulpit 

and lectern and carpetó.   
 
In his first year there were 11 baptisms and four 

confirmations and four burials.  The first funeral 
service for the new church was in July 1888, of Mrs. 

Mary Ring, 72, a native of England.   
 

There was a minor dispute between Marshall and 

vestry in 1887.  Marshall wanted to beautify the 

grounds and vestry wanted to have the furnace 
repaired.  James Haworth, author of the book I am 

using as a base, has a rather humorous comment on 
this matter.  He wrote: òMinisters are often popularly supposed to be amiable but impractical men, 
interested in pleasant but uncertain values, such as beauty and things of that sort.  Vestrymen know the 

value of a dollaró.  The vestry won the furnace debate and two were installed at the cost of $450. ($12,191 
in 2017 dollars) 1 
 

Under Marshallõs guidance, which lasted five years, the church was finished and furnished.  A rectory 
was built, the number of communicants doubled, (no numbers given) and he organized many activities 

within the parish.   
 

In 1888 tragedy stuck Trinity with the death of Gen. John Hunt Oley, 58, who died suddenly on 11 March.  

He had been a powerhouse for Huntington and Trinity and well respected by the entire community.  He 



had been a founder as well as vestryman, treasurer, junior warden, organist 
and choirmaster, member of the building committees and Sunday School 
superintendent for 16 years.   
 

He was from Utica, NY.  He served with distinction in the Kanawha and 
Shenandoah Valley campaigns, settling in Charleston after the Civil War.  

He never married and lived in a suite of rooms over the Bank of 
Huntington that was on Third Ave, just east of 12th St, now a part of 
Heritage Stations.  He spent many years in civic, business, education and 

religious affairs from the founding of Huntington.  He established 
Huntingtonõs school system and is considered the father of public 

education in the city of Huntington Oley School, which was on SW corner 

of 5th Ave and 13th St was named after him. 2 
 

In June 1888, Trinity hosted the 11th Annual Diocesan Convention.  Bp Peterkin reported that at that time 

the diocese had 32 churches, three schools, a hospital, bishopõs residence, and 11 rectories, all having been 
built for $180,000 ($4,876,724).  
 

Having hosted convention for the first time, the parish had a renewed vigor to enlarge and improve the 
building and grounds, now that the pesky furnace had been repaired. 
 

A contract for a rectory was awarded for the building to cost no more than $3,150 ($85,342) and to be 
completed by December 31, 1889.  It was of brick, matching the church design and on the site of the 

current parish house and served the church for 34 years.  The women of the church are much involved in 
furnishing the house and its appointments, as well as beautifying the grounds.   
 

And the church building was updated with electric lights, up to this time oil lamps were used.  
Huntington had had electricity since 1886 for street lighting and òsome homes and businessesó were lit in 
this new way.   The vestry agreed to this, provided the cost of lighting did not exceed $9 a month.  The oil 

lamps were sold and that money used to offset the price.   
 

On 3 March 1892, Mr. Marshall resigned as rector.  (Not much is known what happened to him after that.  

He was in Bluefield for a couple of years then disappeared).   
 

1 http://www.westegg.com/inflation/ 
 

2 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wvcccfhr/history/oley.htm 

 

Library Renovation/Soon-to-Be Coffee Lounge 
As many of you know, we are renovating the library on our main floor.  It will soon become a wonderful 
place to sit, visit, and have coffee. Beginning in September, we will have our Sunday worship coffee hours 
in this beautiful new room. And a special thanks to Chuck, Jim Morgan, and Bob Wallace for all your 

hard work on this project.  More to come.  
 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wvcccfhr/history/oley.htm


 
 
 

 
 
 

Deacon Jim 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
Chuck  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

We still need to paint the trim, 
set the baseboards, lay the flooring, 
 and work on the electrical outlets.  

 It is almost finished! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Help Wantedø 
 

We are currently seeking Office Volunteers, Acolytes, Lectors, Ushers, Sunday School Helpers, and 
Eucharistic Ministers.  If interested, please call or email Kristi. 



Trinity Bios 
 

Mike Oliver 
Grew up in Hurricane and then attended Ohio 
University earning a degree in Chemical 
Engineering in 1972. Married Bonnie, a native 
of Wayne, 43 years ago. Retired from Shell 
International Petroleum after 25 years of 
international service during which time we 
lived and worked in numerous places including 
Holland, Saudi Arabia, Australia and 
Thailand.  We have 2 grown children. Recently 
relocated to Huntington from Ripley where we 
had a small horse farm and attended St. Johnôs 
Episcopal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

 

Bob Shields, Katie Branhan, David Hagan, Steve 
Williams, Tom Scott, Dixie Wilson, Liam Doddridge, 

Quinlan Doddridge, Mary Williams, Patty Jennings, 
Terri Wallace, Kem Shaw, Celeste Fraley, Carolyn 
Hunter, Nathan Hamilton, Jessie Meadows, Jamie 

Meadows, Mary H Hodges, David Given, and Edwin 
Vinson 
 

 

   

Bill and Jeannie Dennison,  
Tom and Cynthia Murray,  

David and Susanne Ferguson,  

Maury and Carol Taylor,  
and Kemp and Susan Morton 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events   
 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets Sunday at 7 PM and Thursday nights at 7 PM.   
Consult http://aawv.org/site/home.htm for information. 

 


